
You should try to answer the following questions: 

 

The picture/photo shows/depicts/illustrates … 

This is a picture of … 

In this picture I can see … 

This is an incident that happened … 

 

Where was the picture taken? on the apron, on the runway, on the taxiway, in 

the air…. 

If on ground, the kind of airport (big, small,…) – To support your opinion, 

describe the surroundings (woods, beach,…), the signs and markings (CAT II….), 

the runway(s), the tower, the vehicles, the people… 

If in the air, the phase of the flight (climbing, descending, en route…) – To 

support your opinion, describe the pitch, the flaps, the gear… 

When was the picture taken? after an accident, while the problem was 

happening… 

How is the weather? 

What kind of aircraft is it? If you can’t name it/them, describe it/them 

(engines, body, wings, winglets, tail…., cargo, passenger………) 

What part of the aircraft is shown on the picture? 

What kind of damage (if any) do you see? (hole, dent, crack…) (severe, light…) 

What is happening now? (the aircraft is trying to land…, a ground vehicle is about 

to cross the runway...) 

What has (probably) happened? (They may have gone through a storm. The 

engine must have ingested a big bird, a vulture for instance.….)  

Why, in your opinion, is it happening or did it happen? (due to a rapid 

decompression, because of a disruptive passenger, in order to recycle the 

gear…..)  
  

How does it compare to other accidents, incidents… you remember? (It reminds 

me of the Air France accident…) 

Consequences 

What can or should be done about it?  (There shouldn’t be any landfill near the 

airports…) 

What is likely to happen in the future? 

Express your opinion (In my opinion,.... I believe.... I think... 
 



 

If a plane is on hold, it is waiting, stopped, standing by. 

If a plane is in line, it is queuing. 
 

livery 

 

condition: inoperative, operative, (un)serviceable, 

empty, crowded, devastated, damaged, clean, dirty, 

evacuated, contaminated, calm, foggy, rainy, cracked, 

faulty, busy, unavailable, clipped... 

 

color: - / CYAN 

 

size: narrow, thin, slim, short, long, huge, spacious, 

giant, enormous, fat, shallow, deep, thick, dense … 

 

shape: streamlined, aerodynamic, circular, oval, 

irregular, round, triangular, spherical, flat, 

flattened/oblate, wavy, corrugated, convex, curved, 

elliptic, asymmetric, pointed, conical/tapered ... 

 

feature: light, bright, brand-new, effective, efficient, 

rough, smooth, shiny, metallic,  wooden, fast, rapid, 

slow, matt, glossy, spinning/rotating, intermittent, pale 

... 

 

material: concrete, asphalt, clay, steel, alloy, glass, 

fiberglass, leather, cotton/wool, composite, GLARE, 

paved, tarmac, unpaved … 
 


