
TASK: The following passage describes a fatal ground collision which 

happened in Madrid in 1983. Complete the gaps with the words given below. 

 

attempted / conditions / scheduled / inadequate / investigators / registered / 

accidentally / clearance / operating / rolled / rotating / end / lift-off / markings / 

fog / fire / bound / cleared / rear / visibility / path 

 

On 7 December 1983, a Boeing 727 of Iberia (Spain's state airline) 1) 

____________ EC-CFJ, operating Iberia Flight 350, a 2) __________ flight to 

Rome's Leonardo da Vinci–Fiumicino Airport, was 3) ___________ for take-off 

from Madrid-Barajas Airport's Runway 01 in 4) __________of thick fog. At the 

same time, a DC-9 of Aviaco registered EC-CGS, 5) ___________ Aviaco 

Flight 134, was taxiing to the 6) ___________ of the same runway for take-off 

7) _________ for Santander Airport. As the Boeing 727 8) _________ along the 

runway, the crew of the DC-9 9) ____________ made a wrong turn in the 10) 

___________ and taxied their aircraft onto the runway, into the 11) 

___________ of the 727. The crew of the 727 saw the DC-9 and 12) 

____________ to avoid the collision by 13) ___________ their aircraft for 14) 

___________, however the 727 had not reached flying speed and its 15) 

___________ fuselage struck the DC-9. Both aircraft caught 16) __________ 

and were destroyed; all 42 people on board the DC-9 were killed, while 51 (50 

passengers, one crew member) of the 93 on board the Boeing 727 were killed. 
 

17) ____________ found that the Boeing 727 and DC-9 had collided due to the 

poor 18) ____________ at the airport, as well as 19) ____________ signs and 

20) ____________, which led to the DC-9 entering the runway without 21) 

__________ as the Boeing 727 was taking off.
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_da_Vinci%E2%80%93Fiumicino_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santander_Airport

