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Development of novel labeling system for 

microplastics
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Microplastics are 

silent pollutants 

present in the 

almost every 

corner of the 

planet, even the 

most isolated. 
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MICROPLASTICS

Tiny pieces of plastic material (<5 mm)

PRIMARY MICROPLASTICS

Directly released into the environment 

as small particles:

•laundering of synthetic clothes

•vehicle tyre abrasion during driving

•personal care products e.g. facial 

scrubs

SECONDARY MICROPLASTICS

From breakdown of larger plastic 

items:

•plastic bags 

•bottles 

•fishing nets, lures and lines
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4Credits: https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/finding-right-methods-

measuring-microplastics-water
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SINGLE-USE PLASTICS

• A ban on certain single-use 

plastics such as cutlery, plates 

and balloon sticks

• Goods packaging companies have 

to contribute towards the cost of 

cleaning up discarded plastics.

• Restriction of lightweight plastics 

bags

MICROPLASTICS

• A ban on intentionally added 

micro-plastics in cosmetics, 

personal care products, detergents 

and cleaning products by 2020. 

• A stricter norms for products such 

as textiles, tyres, paint and 

cigarette butts in order to reduce 

the release of micro-plastics from 

them.
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Raising awareness of microplastics by

Labeling of microplastic content
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Microplastics 

labeling 

needs

+

Examples 

of good 

practice

=

Novel labeling system for microplastics

Credits: https://schweitzerlinen.com/blog/so-what-do-those-laundry-label-symbols-really-mean/

https://modernnetsec.io/cybersecurity-labeling-scheme-introduced-to-help-users-choose-safe-iot-devices/

https://schweitzerlinen.com/blog/so-what-do-those-laundry-label-symbols-really-mean/
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Thank you for your attention

Vesna Teofilović, vesnateofilovic@uns.ac.rs
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